                               Discover Dogs - 10th November 2007
The trip to Discover Dogs 2007 was a great success.  Everyone arrived in time to catch the bus to Lewes, due to engineering works we had a longer journey than expected but with plenty of chatter and laughter, which included Barbel braining Roz when taking her bag off the rack, it passed quickly.  
We arrived at Earl’s Court at 11 and because Diane had pre-booked the tickets we were able to go straight in past a huge queue of people. A bit of a relief. I had no idea what to expect having never been before and I was pleasantly surprised. There was one huge hall divided up into different areas with over 190 different breeds of dog to see but incredibly very little barking or noise.  Diane and I looked at some of the dogs and quite a few were dogs we had never seen or heard of for example the Affenpinscher, the Lowchen and the wonderfully named Hovawart.  Each one had a cubicle with information explaining all about the breed and the class and most had a crate or bed in which to settle. They were accompanied by their owners who were only too happy to talk to you about their favourite breed.

Our first stop was the main show ring where a wonderful display of agility was in progress, we found a seat on the stand and we were just in time to see what was to be the winning collie charging around the course.  All the dogs after that were disqualified, Diane laughed and wondered if it might be us jinxing them! We watched another agility display this time by rescue dogs all from different rescue organizations. This was great and included a little Brichon Frison who refused a couple of jumps and went the wrong way through the tunnel.  It was a particularly poignant display as each dog’s life had a moving story to be told. There followed a race through 30 weaving poles with two teams, the weavers and the shakers. Lots of yelling accompanied this race as we all cheered for one or the other.
We then wandered around the hall, looking at all the doggy inspired goods for sale. Everything you could possibly want. I particularly liked a t shirt which said ‘Dogs are like chocolates you can’t have just one’ how true!  Diane and I both wanted to buy reflective collars as with black labs and dark nights it is a concern that the dog can be seen. We both found what we wanted and I got two bandanas for Ella to wear around her collar.  A quick visit to the Royal Canin stand, the company that sponsor the event, where I got some advice about coaxing an older dog to eat, then we were off again.
The group had divided up into pairs so that no one found herself alone and I must say that made the day so much more enjoyable.  

The police dog handlers section had brought along a van full of puppies- all adorable, a GSD, a couple of spaniels and two black labs. All of them destined to work with the police force when they grown up. Diane contemplated kidnapping (or should it be pup-napping) one of the labs but thought better of it even though I tried to talk her into getting another dog. 
After a long queue for a cup of coffee, thank goodness we had brought our lunch with us; we went back to the main arena to watch a demo on how hearing dogs are trained. We managed to bag a great seat and enjoyed a very informative demo showing how the dogs alert their humans and how they differentiate between situations never leading their people into danger.  We stayed in our seat to watch a wonderful demo by the Southern Golden Retriever society display team which consisted of 16 people each with a beautiful Golden retriever beside them. This demo was done to music and the dogs seemed to be really enjoying it. One poor lady handler tripped over her dog and landed on her face but she got up and continued as is nothing had happened, what a trooper!  Gill was watching from the stand too so I am sure there will be lots of new ideas when it come to the SDDTC summer displays next year. 
Next we saw Mary Ray doing her famous heel work to music display; you will have seen her on TV doing her display at Crufts. That was awe inspiring. 

Then we were off again wandering from place to place. Peter Purvis was commentating on some exercises in the middle arena and at the front of the hall the Good Citizen award tests were going on.  I don’t think I would fancy doing a test in front of such a large crowd!  We noticed that everybody seemed to be carrying large yellow bags emblazoned with the Dogs’ Trust Logo. As it seemed to be de rigueur we hot footed it to the Dogs’ Trust stand and purchased one each.  On the journey back to Victoria we spotted them all over the place.
Finally in the time left to us Diane and I finished off our day by trying to see some of the dogs we had not yet encountered. This included the terriers and some larger breeds including the dog de Bourdeaux .

The day was wonderful with so much to do. Diane had organized it well including giving us all everyone’s mobile numbers so that nobody could get lost. The exhibition was brilliant, very family orientated with a special stand explaining the right way for a child to approach a dog and all the safety rules a child would need to know.

I would recommend Discover Dogs to anybody interested, even slightly, in getting a new dog or indeed to anyone with a dog at home. We had set off at 8.15 am and arrived back at approx 7.45 p.m. tired but happy.
Thank you to everyone who came, it was a brilliant day. 
Mary-Anne Carter

