Before Purchasing A Puppy
I have put together a few points to remember when you are looking for a new puppy.  They are not in any particular order, but please note which ones may have more importance than others in your own circumstances.  Also some apply more to potential owners who have never owned a dog before.

· Take your time to find your puppy – it should be a decision that is well thought out and not taken lightly.  Be patient, the right one will come along all in good time and hopefully it will be well worth the wait.  Many breeders have waiting lists for their puppies – this is an indication that they are a responsible breeder who cares for their dogs.

· Research your preferred breed/s – ideally through breed clubs or The Kennel Club

· Check if the breed has any hereditary health problems and if parents should have tests/screenings to prevent them

· Get as much advice as you can – from friends, neighbours family etc about their dogs – what they found easy/difficult about puppies – would they do it again with that type of breed?

· Ask the breeder lots of questions and ask to see proof of any health screenings
· Puppies generally leave their mother around 8 weeks – if puppies are being re-homed earlier – ask yourself why?

· Always see puppies with their mothers – be very wary of circumstances when the mother is not available for you to see.

· Please do not buy the puppy just because you feel sorry for it – all this means is the breeder gets rid of all the puppies quickly and can then breed another litter

· If you are not 100% happy with the conditions the puppy has been raised in e.g. clean and spacious, the condition and temperament of the mother, the breeder – with their advice and future support – again – please do not buy the puppy.

· Also, please remember that just because a dog is ‘Kennel Club’ registered or ‘Pedigree’ does not mean it is properly bred.  The majority of puppies bred on puppy farms are pedigree.  The Kennel Club is slowly trying to clamp down on bad practice but it will take decades.  The Kennel Club have recently introduced an Accredited Breeder Scheme where all members who join, sign to declare they have had all relevant health checks done and that their dogs are kept in good conditions and are in good health etc.  The Kennel Club may also make checks on these breeders at random.  Accredited Breeders are ‘starred’ on the Puppy Register.  One very important point is – that you probably won’t pay any more for a puppy bred by an Accredited Breeder than a ‘Puppy Farmer’ – but hopefully you will get a quality, healthy and socialised puppy.  Accredited Breeders will also provide you with a complete puppy pack, including a contract of sale, feeding instructions, exercise guidance as well as copies of any health screenings of parents.  They should also offer a lifetime of support for both you and your puppy. 
N.B.  Within the club there a few members who breed from their dogs.  They are always available to discuss any issues with you.
